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Peru: Guerrillas Assassinate 12 Peasants, 14 Police, A Judge
&amp; Prosecuting Attorney
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On Jan. 9 a National Police spokesperson said that 14 police and 12 peasants had died in rebel
attacks in the past 48 hours. Sendero Luminoso guerrillas reportedly killed 12 peasants after holding
"peoples' trials" in Ayacucho department, some 550 km. southeast of Lima, police said. The rebels
had accused the workers of having "collaborated" with authorities. On Jan. 7, seven police died
in two separate guerrilla ambushes, one in Apurimac department, and the other on a highway
some 450 km. northeast of Lima, the official said. On Jan. 8 in an ambush in the southeastern
department of Apurimac, guerrillas reportedly killed a judge, a prosecutor and two accompanying
police officers. Judge Vicente Aroni and Prosecutor Mario Regano were returning to the city of
Chalhuanca, some 500 km. southeast of the capital when their group was attacked, officials said. An
unknown number of the eight police officers escorting the officials were also wounded in the attack.
The Sendero Luminoso rebels have stepped up attacks in Apurimac since the military expelled some
of them from their stronghold in the neighboring Andean department of Ayacucho in mid-1986.
On Jan. 8, the guerrillas reportedly assassinated seven police in an ambush in Ucayali department,
450 km. northeast of Lima. Police reports stated that a group of 200 "Senderistas" led by a woman
attacked a police patrol with bombs and automatic weapons while traveling on a dirt road in the
jungle. A police spokesperson in Lima told AFP that after executing the seven police, the attackers
seized 15 automatic weapons and rifles. (Basic data from reports by AFP, 01/08/88, 01/09/88)
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